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 For the Record   July 2001
ARMA AGM

PRESIDENTS REPORT 
Shortly after the last AGM, the committee got together for a planning session and made a list of all the things we would like to do over the coming year.  We reckoned without the consequent big pushes in the direction of new Public Records legislation, which has been our main focus this year.

Nevertheless, we have managed to maintain a varied and interesting programme of meetings,  webpage and newsletter.  This year we trialed a couple of evening meetings, however one was not well attended and the second had to be cancelled through lack of interest.  This would seem to reinforce previous feedback from members indicating a preference for lunchtime meetings.  We have maintained our profile and standing as a professional group, with invitations to comment on various strategies and courses.  Deirdre Wogan and myself represented the Chapter at meetings of the ad hoc advisory group set up by Archives New Zealand to provide input into the direction of the new public records legislation.  The Chapter has put forward submissions on the Archives New Zealand paper discussing the proposed Public Records Bill and we are about to do the same for the discussion papers on Compliance and Training.

A highlight of my year as president was to attend the RMAA conference in Sydney and talk with the RMAA committee on how we could foster closer relationships.  I was amazed to learn of all the work that RMAA does and the benefits it brings to its members.  Since then, our Chapter committee has had some discussion on how we can interact more closely with our counterparts across the Tasman.  In recent months, these discussions have gathered momentum with the discovery that we are now losing money every time we renew an ARMA membership, due to the very unfavourable  exchange rate between the New Zealand and the USA dollar.  This puts us in a dilemma, as in NZ$ terms, our ARMA subscription is already high and to increase it further may put the cost of belonging to ARMA in the “too high” bracket.  I believe we have now reached a watershed, where we must seriously reconsider our links with ARMA and whether it makes more sense, economically and otherwise, to link up instead with RMAA.  Trish will start discussion on this today and the issue will be a task for the incoming committee to consider and put to the Chapter in the coming months.
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I would like to pay a personal tribute to each of the committee members, not only because they all bring something special to the committee but also because of their support for me during the last few months when it has become increasingly difficult for me to carry out my ARMA tasks.  The way their different and complementary skills have all added something to the whole committee is a very good example of how important it is for members to consider taking a turn serving on the Chapter committee.  

So, to Christine, thank you for being the most efficient Treasurer I have ever worked with, and for your great knack of extracting lots of money out of people at meetings with a smile on your face so they think it’s painless!   Thank you Deirdre, for maintaining the library, standing in for me on the ad hoc advisory group and despite the pain of a bad back, participating in and typing up the notes for our submissions on the Public Records Bill paper.  Desiree, thank you for giving us a home for our committee and Chapter meetings, and producing minutes and agendas in between your very busy work and family life.  To Helen, thank you for contributing your great ideas and standing in as chair at committee meetings.  Thank you Jenny, for your input and for traipsing down the hill to clear the post office box.  To Kerri, you have done a great deal of work in developing the website and editing the newsletter, and generally supporting me – a big thanks!  Trish, you have had to spend a great deal of your precious time sorting out membership issues with HQ and the Chapter would not be the same without your input.  And last but certainly not least, a very big thank you to our stalwart programme developer, Michael, who finds the interesting speakers and writes the thought-provoking articles “For the Record”.  I would also like to record a special thank you to Maureen Macnamara, who has put a great deal of work into helping produce the newsletter.  

Finally, thanks to all of you, the members who come along and participate in meetings and other sessions.  The Chapter would not be able to continue without your support.  

The incoming committee has some challenges to face, nevertheless the will is there to continue to go forward.  We’ve come a long way and don’t intend to stop now!  I wish the committee and Chapter well in the months ahead.

Jackie Jean

[image: image6.wmf]YESTERDAY

(the way the Beatles didn't write it)

Yesterday,

All those backups seemed a waste of pay.

Now my database has gone away.

Oh I believe in yesterday.

Suddenly,

There's not half the files there used to be,

And there's a deadline

Hanging over me

The system crashed so suddenly.

I pushed something wrong

What it was I could not say.

Now all my data's gone

And I long for yesterday-ay-ay-ay.

Yesterday,

The need for back-ups seemed so far away.

I knew my data was all here to stay,

Now I believe in yesterday.


CONTENT MANAGEMENT SEMINAR

The recently held (Tuesday 10th July), Content Management Seminar was very well attended. The audience included ARMA members and quite a number of guests. At the bargain price of $15 for a three hour seminar, attendees definitely got their money’s worth (including a wonderful lunch). 

I know that I certainly learnt a lot form our speakers. I believe this topic will become more and more intertwined with Information Management as businesses try to automate their processes.

There were three speakers:

1. Myself talking about Content Management and some of the issues/relationships between it and Information Management.

2. Rose Boyle from Infinity Solutions who demonstrated some of the business rationale and business case arguments about why organisations are going down the Content Management track. This included a case study from the Consumers Institute that Infinity had developed the CMS for.

3. Conrad Zawada from Zivo (part of TelstraSaturn). Conrad presented a case study from CYFS’s internet site that had ‘gone live’ just a couple of weeks ago. This included showing us the behind the scenes process diagrams.  

The presentations form all speakers will be emailed out to ARMA members within the next week.

Kerri Siatiras

CHANGE IN

FTR EDITOR
From the August issue of FTR Linda Campbell will be taking over as Editor. Linda has worked as part of the Editorial team in the past. Thank you Linda for offering to take over this important Chapter role.

I have really enjoyed working on FTR over the past 2 years. A big thank you to those who have contributed articles, snippets of information or reports from which the content of each issue is drawn. A special thank you to Maureen Macnamara who pulls the issue together each month – it makes the Editor role so much easier to have someone else to help with putting each issue out.  Thank you also Michael Steemson for his prolific contributions to each issue. 

As always, we are on the look out for items for the next issue of FTR. Please email any articles or ideas for articles to Linda.Campbell@erma.govt.nz
Kerri Siatiras
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CONVERGENCE

Australian Society of Archivists
Records Management
Association of Australia




The history-making first joint conference between the two organisations promises to be the major records and information management event in the 2001 calender
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2nd to 5th September, 2001

Hotel Grand Chancellor,  Hobart,  Tasmania

“Convergence 2001 – Recordkeeping in the Digital Age” examines some of the principal issues driving the seemingly inevitable convergence of the information professions and the convergence of the technology and methods they use.

The program aims to provide vigorous discussion on the issues that effect all information management professionals, from the practitioner to the senior manager – there will be something for everyone.     The conference provides a unique opportunity for networking between the two professional associations, discussion of common problems and common achievements.

In addition to attending the conference, this is an opportunity for you to fulfil that long held dream to explore Tasmania.  A great variety of pre and post conference tour ideas will be available.

FURTHER INFORMATION

· Our Registration Brochure can be found at both the ASA and RMAA websites at http://www.archivists.org.au/events/conf2001/
 or http://www.rmaa.com.au/events/natcon2001/

· Alternatively you can contact Mike or Beth at Convention Wise (incorporating Mures Conventions) on Phone: +61 3 6234 1424 Fax: +61 3 6231 5388 or e-mail: Mail@conventionwise.com.au
· Discount rates for ASA and RMAA members

· Early bird registration available until 20 July 2001 (Member: $540.00, Non-member: $620.00)
· Exhibition booths $1,850 including GST
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Date�
FOR THE DIARY�
�
18 - 19 July 2001�
What: B2B 2001


Where: Auckland, NZ 


Further information: e-mail: � HYPERLINK http://www.iir.co.nz/ ��http://www.iir.co.nz/��
�
14 Aug 2001�
What: ARMA Wellington Members Meeting


Where: Conference Room, 14th Floor, Treasury, No. 1 The Terrace, Wellington


Topic: Archives & Records Management Education


Speaker:  Alastair Smith from VUW 


Time: 12:15 - 1:30pm � HYPERLINK http://www.iir.co.nz/ ����
�
20 - 21 Aug 2001�
What: Intranet Content KM


Where: Wellington, NZ


Further information:  email: � HYPERLINK http://www.iir.co.nz/ ��http://www.iir.co.nz/��
�
20 - 21 Aug 2001�
What: Business Intelligence - turning information into knowledge into profit


Where: Auckland, NZ


Further information:  email: � HYPERLINK http://www.iir.co.nz/ ��http://www.iir.co.nz/��
�
23 Aug 2001�
What: NZSA Conference "Absolutely Positively Local Archives: Communal record-keeping in a changing world"


Where: Wellington, NZ


Further information:  email: : � HYPERLINK http://www.iir.co.nz/ ��http://www.caldeson.com.aranzcal.html��
�
24 - 25 Aug 2001�
What: ARANZ Silver Jubilee Conference: Records, The Power, Passion & Polictics


Where: Wellington, NZ �
�
2 - 5 Sept 2001�
What: Joint National Conference of RMAA and ASA - Convergence 2001, Recordkeeping in the Digital Age


Where: Hobart, Australia 


Further information: �HYPERLINK "http://www.rmaa.com.au"��http://www.rmaa.com.au��
�
11 Sept 2001�
What: ARMA Wellington Members Meeting


Where: Conference Room, 14th Floor, Treasury, No. 1 The Terrace, Wellington


Topic: To be  confirmed


Speaker:  To be confirmed 


Time: 12:15 - 1:30pm�
�
30 Sept - 3 Oct 2001�
What: ARMA 2001 - An Information Odyssey


Where: Montreal, Canada 


Further information: http://www.arma.org �
�
















































AGM RESULTS





The results of election from our AGM bring a few new faces into the Chapter Committee and changes in a number of positions held. A big thank you to Jackie Jean (our Immediate Past President) and Jenny MacDonald for their hard work and participation in the Committee over the last year. 





The ARMA Wellington Chapter Committee for 2001/2002 is:











ARMA ADDRESS





A reminder that all correspondence for ARMA Wellington Chapter should be sent to:





ARMA International Wellington Chapter


PO Box 5643


Lambton Quay


Wellington





Don't forget to check out our website: � HYPERLINK http://home.clear.net.nz/pages/arma.wgtn/ ��http://home.clear.net.nz/pages/arma.wgtn/�
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